ADAM SCOTT

Adam Scott came to Edinburgh from the Scottish Borders and joined the Chapel in 1906. He loved open-air meetings and continued as a member when he went for training at the Moody Bible Institute, Chicago, in 1911. It was in the Chapel that he was led to offer for missionary work, and the Ceylon and India General Mission accepted him in December 1912. He sailed in January 1913, after a farewell service on Monday 13 January in the Lower Hall, over which Joseph Kemp presided.

He sent progress reports, and was married in India in 1915.
 He came home on furlough in September 1919 and lectured in the Chapel on 23 March and 27 April 1920, His valedictory service on his return to India after that furlough was on Thursday 16 September 1920.

His wife, Elsie B. Ham, was an Australian and never a member of the Chapel and so never a ‘Chapel missionary’, but her letters were regularly printed in the Record. She received parcels and wrote letters of thanks. She never came to Edinburgh, because they took their furloughs in Australia.
 Adam was never back in Scotland. He was grateful to the Chapel, when he retired, for keeping his name on the missionary list all those years.

They both sent regular reports from India.
 In 1926 he had a year’s furlough in Australia.
 In 1932 he was in Bangalore.
 He was on furlough in Australia in 1933.
 

He was in India for 35 years, latterly as Field Superintendent of the Mission.
 Owing to illness, he retired to Australia in 1946, and died there on 6 September 1947. His widow wrote a long and appreciative letter, giving details of the fatal illness.

His daughter, Mrs Pat Voysey, wrote to the Chapel from Australia in 1995, asking for information about her father. She said that he had two sisters, Maggie and Bella; one had been married for a short time and her surname was Dobbie, the other remained a spinster. They lived together in Edinburgh. She thought that there was also a brother, Peter, who was in the police. 

She narrated how Adam attended and worshipped at Charlotte Chapel, then as a young man he went to the Moody Bible Institute in Chicago. Subsequently around 1914 he went as a missionary to India, where he became the Superintendent of the Ceylon and India General Mission. He returned to Scotland a few years later on furlough. On his return to India he met and married Elsie Beryl Ham. They had five children: Margaret, James, Alfred, Patsy (the letter writer) and Rosalind. They were all born in India and lived their entire child​hood there. During all these years the folk from Charlotte Chapel supported this large family. ‘We all owe them a lot for their generosity and joy with boxes of goodies at Christmas time not only for the Scotts, but gifts made by the wonderful congregation for every child in the girl’s orphanage that mum and dad cared for in Radiri, South India. Do you know that it was years before we children realised that there was no Santa. The folk from your Church yearly sent such lovely things for us which mum and dad put in our stockings, things we never saw in India and we never knew where they came from.’

‘However, mum being an Australian, we would come here on furlough, then the war came and we never got to Scotland. We finally returned here when dad was sent home to retire in 1946 and he passed away in 1947. He was a great man but never spoke much about his family. Dr Sidlow Baxter was Minister of the Church at that nine. Mum still kept in touch. About 8 years later Maggie and Bella died, and slowly correspondence ceased. My mother passed away, aged 99, in 1980. She returned to India twice after dad died.

‘I welcome this opportunity to write to you and be able to tell you all of the great part your Church played in the lives of 5 children so many years ago. When we get together at Christmas with our children and grand children we always remember and make mention of the good folk from Charlotte Chapel. I have a photograph album, inside is a photo of Charlotte Chapel and then a photo of 32 men and women who went out to the mission field from your Church. On the back is the name and mission each one went to. I also have a beautiful leather writing case which has ‘A.S.’ embossed in gold on the lid and inside engraved in the leather is inscribed – ‘To Adam Scott from all the Members and Friends at Charlotte Chapel’. The original blotting paper, pen and pencil are still in it.’
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